
Code of conduct 
 
Is there a need for a ”code of conduct” in historic racing? Some say so, other say no. 
Those who say so are often those who have been involved in an accident recently, those who 
say no are often those who are faster than the majority. 
 
As you are the guys who not only meet the drivers a lot but also see their cars when an 
accident might have taken place, the FIA Historic Motor Sport Commission would be very 
interested in having your views. 
 

 

 
 

If you look at this picture you will be, I think, horrified. A Lotus Elan sheared a drive shaft in 
the start, could not move and was run into and in fact over by a rather heavy and strong 
touring car. The standard petrol tank of the touring car split and petrol poured over the Elan. 
Five cars were involved in the fire. The good news is that the driver of the Elan, who really in 
the hot seat escaped with some nasty burns. 
 
But this accident, one might argue had a technical cause, the drive shaft. Yes, but to create an 
accident you also need somebody to run into you. Maybe the touring car driver was too keen 
to make a good start, maybe he was pushed from behind? 
 
The race, by the way, was an appendix K race not in the FIA Championship. Before I change 
to the next picture I want you to take a good look at it once more and remember what you 
have seen. 
 
In the United States they have had a code of conduct for a long time. In my opinion it is a 
little bit too stringent. If you go a little bit sideways the take you off the track. That would not 



work so well with 250Fs, Connoughts and ERA:s, I am sure you all agree. But of course, the 
problem is where to draw the line… 
 
The HGPCA who look after just that type of cars have a very good idea. They have a driver 
contract that starts by pointing out the risks for the drivers and the cars, underlining the fact 
that these cars have little or no inherent safety features. They go on tell their drivers what they 
already know: that some of them are better drivers than others and finish off by telling that the 
HGPCA will take a good look at the FIA papers of each car. Finally they ask the driver to 
sign the contract that means that he has agreed that he has read and understood. 
  
Our friends in Australia show even more forward thinking. This, I think, might work other 
places in the world. When you offer rewards rather than punishment I am sure that you have a 
lot of good participation and understanding of the spirit of the sport. 
 
The Historic Sports and Racing Car Association pf NSW have The Goodwood Prize where 
the Big Prize is a return trip to the Goodwood Revival plus pocket money. Drivers as well as 
officials are eligible. Drivers must participate in all four championships events without  
misbehaving, officials must work at all four meetings. 
 
Well, that’s just a few thoughts. Do no make any decisions, just think about it during 2005 
and see what you can come up with for an even better future. 
 
Gunnar Elmgren 02 Feb 2005                       For free distribution 
 
 





 
 

 

 
 


